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XPEC T ndither Eloquence nor Elegance 
in this Performance; for we have contented 
qutſclves with doing no more than faithfully com- 
municating to the Publiek the Narrative left, by 
this unhappy Criminal, in our Hands for that Pur- 
poſe ; without any furtlier Addition or Enbelliſh- 
ment than was abſolutely nteeſſary to render it = 
for the Preſs. If any ſhould deubt the Authenticit 
of the Facts herein related, we can only ſay, tha 
the curious may, if they pleaſe, ſee the original 
Manuſcript as wrote by himſelf, and delivered tous. 
An extraordinary Share of Vivacity and Reſo- 
lution characterize the greater Part of Nealt's Ad- 
ventures; he maintained the ſame Spirit to an un- 
common Degree, not only during the earlier Part 
of his Impriſonment, but alſo after having te” by 
ceived. Sentence of Death ; and even in bis laſt 
Moments his Behaviour was diſtinguiſhed, by. . 
ſingularly decent Fortitude ; for the Particulars of 
which we * refer to * ae s Account. 
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DE NNIS NEAL] E. 


Written by HIMS ELF.“ 


* proper Name is Dennii O'Neale: * 
I was born in the, Year 1728, in 
10 the County of Kildare, I the. 

Kingdom of Ireland, and am de- 
| | ſcended from the antient and. ho- 
8 5 1 Family, of the O'Neales, who were 
formerly diſtinguiſhed for Power and Riches in 
the North of that Kingdom, but reduced very 
ek by the Civil Wars; their Eſtates being, 


B for- 
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A > = Labonrer, for near two Years: By 
4 Time I took Man u e eta OE 


E- Coat of Arms may be ſeen in the Tower of 


n Chelſea, with whom lived almoſt a Year 5 


Olk, their Company, which Ie 


Nigkt, I Ws evan 
and the Tradefmen of the Town; deaths, 
and other Appurtenances, to render ff Appeur- 
* ence agreeable,to the Women. This made due 

. - reſolve to quit Chen, and come 1d Lenau; 


LI 


forfeited on Account of their Religion. Our 


Enn; i Fuend were of 


but could not wiford to give. py 


me am Fortane, 


nor did they N 
2 


about two Years ; bat deing a 
addicted to keeping too much Com 122 my 

Expences exceeded my Profits. In ſhort, hav- 

ing ſpetit'my All, [then came to London to 

feek —_— 

My firſt Employment hank before I became 

acquainted with the Ways of England, was, in 

the Summer · time, ig, ; and inthe 
Winter I worked. with the Stavengers. The 

oy, Spring following I hired myſelf to a Gardener 


when I left him I ſerved a Maſter-Bricklay 


dextrons at whatever I undertook. But getting 
by re 


u, became ſo expenſive to me, "ns ſteel | 
to receive of a 1 8 
in Debt to n] i 


acquainted with many of the ne 


"having Money 


* 


Wan I accordingly did, and got a Place in 
1857 | gp 
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Weſtminſter with a Diſtiller and Choeſemongei; 
where having the Handling of a good deat of 
Money, I made fo good Uſe of it, that if 1 
was given to Company hefore, I became much 
more ſo now. 

I kept Company with the bettet Sort in 
ſbange Places; and if my Maſter refuſed to 
lend me Money, I made na Scruple of taking 
ſome as often as I thought fit. When uo Op- 
pottunity of this Kind offeted, or that I was 
33 of being detected, as my Maſter 
kept a good Horſe, of whom I had the Care, 
and badly could make Uſe of as often 
as 1 pleaſed, I uſed now and then to borrow a 


ſmall Parſe on the Noad, to ſupply my Wants, 


occaſioned by a favourite Girl; and though my 
Maſter was a Stranger to theſe Practices of 


a gayer Ap 3 
hats, yet, * by Means of theſe loitering Jour- 


among the Cuſtomers, and I was turned off. 
By this Time I had made a Match with a 


her I feceived about two hundred Pounds 
which enabled me to ſet up for Lac 
cardingly ſettled in the Strand as a Cheese. 5 


mine, and that when I went Abroad I made 3 
pearance than himſelf, in lac“ 


nies, fome of my Pranks were at laſt dicovereli 1 


Lily's Maid, who is my preſent Wife; with 'Y 


m6ager;z and being thus furaiſhed. with more 


Money than I bad « ever before been Maſter of, 
thought it would never be Day; and my Com- 
pany being generally approved of, my Pockets 


war ſopn' lightened; which: obliged me to ſet 


Ye 


B 2 my 


wk 


offered, by the Keeper's being obliged: NY 


. 
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101 


volved me in. This put me on many Contri- 
vances to defraud my Creditors, in ſeveral of 
which I ſucceeded; but Demands coming up- 
on me ſo frequently, that I could neither an- 
ſwer, nor any longer evade them, I at laſt took 
French Leave of them by Night, and went to 
Rumford in Efſex, where I ſet up a Shop, but 
was ſoon arreſted, and ſent to Chelmsford Jail, 
for a Debt of ſixty- four Pounds. 

My Confinement there laſted about ten 
Weeks. It was ſome Time before I could 
make myſelf acquainted with the Ways of the 


Place; but by rendering myſelf familiar with 


my Fellow-priſoners, and ſpending my Money 
very freely, I prevented all Sort of Suſpicion of 


© Rances on the Maſter's Side, that I might\be 
rid of their Company. I, for ſome Time, 


Would not ſpeak to them ; but. Went bby 
every Night before them, until, ap 


to Lendon, with ſome Tranſports. In the 


Evening, after treating the Turnkey and Ser- 
vants plentifully with Liquor, I went up Stairs, 
and placed my Bolſter length- ways in my 


Bed, that it might appear as if I was there; 
and that I might not be ——— . 


my Wits to Work in order to extricate myſelf 4 
from thoſe Difficulties my Imprudence had in- 


bDeſigus, though I was all the while con- 
ding how to eſcape; which, at laſt, I effect - 
a : by purpoſely quarrelling with two of my .- 
5 3 Gentlemen in the ſame Cn 


* 


& 15 3 11 | 
by thoſe who came into the Chamber. The 
Scheme ſucceeded to my ExpeRation: My 
Abſence was not diſcovered till Twelve o Clock 
the next Day, before which I had been in Lon- 

* don above three Hours. 
Here I continued for about three Weeks, 
till the Hurry of the Search after me was over, 
and then went to Ireland, where I ſtaid till all 
my Money, Watch, and Cloaths, were ſpent 
and gone; which brought me back again to 
Old England, to work my Wits for more. I 
came to the Hundreds of Cbeſbire, and 
got to Work for one Thomas More, for 
Six-pence a Day, and Eating and Drinking; 
which chiefly conſiſted of black Barley-Bread 
and. Butter-milk ; with which I was forced to 
be contented ; though, to ſpeak the Truth, 
_ having never been uſed to ſuch Food, jt 2 
ſtarved me, till I found out en of he” 
oy 


From hence 1 took a Randle: ho Bai $5 | 
10 - ſhire, and got Employment with a ie ed 2 


- pear 9 for a Shilling ® Day. i 
here was but ſhort, till I bad g0t in 1 


| with my Maſter, and at my Bodgings, } 
7 * I alſo 4 for which I vas to have 
id Three Shillings and Six-pence a Week 
EFindiog my Credit worn out, and that I could 
w—_ be; truſted any longer, when Satiit day came, 
I told my Maſter, who liked me ſo wall that 
was unwilling to diſoblige me on any Ac- 
_ that I wanted to buy ſome Neceſſaries 


en 
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| . Ithen 
thought myfelt /irong, not having, feen fix Shil- 
lings of- my awn Money for twa Months ba- 
* re. With this Support L returned again into 
Cubeſtire, and left my Maſter and Landlady to 
bewail their Loſs, which. no doubt they did 
very bitterly ; for in-that . they love 
Money. better than God. 

It was naw Harveſt- time, when 1 came again 
tomy old Village in Cheſbere, and hired myſelf to 
a Farmer for the Seaſon; but when I came to 
Reaping, the Devil-a-bit could I reap then; it 
was become quite firango to me, Nevertheleſs, 
the Farmer and I made it up; and he recom- 
mended me to à Bricklayer, that both laid 
and ſerved himſelf, and who was building a 
; Deeelling-boaſe jor a Miller. After the Houſe 
was finiſhed, neither he nor the Miller knew 
hi to: meaſure the Work. However, I hav- 
ing found a C2rpenter's Rule before it was: 2. 
pulled it out, and meaſured the Work between rc” 
both Parties, to their mutual Satisfaction, t 
I believe 1 did not come within three Rode 6Þ. 
tbe Meaſure ;- but I took: Care that my Miſtake - - 
- thould- be to the Advantage of N Matter. _ 
Every Thing being agreed on, and - inithed; 
| we; were invited 0 he Miller's Houſe, where 
2 ine Dinner was provided for us, of Beat 
| Mutton, Plumb-pudding, and Tarts ; and 


upon which he paid me all my Maney. 


—— wa ä — — 
5 * 4 
wo * 5 : 


Time before. After Dinner we fell:to Drink 
* Brown-ſtout like Smoke, til 


| Faith! I had not eat fuch a Meal for a long ; 
3 2 


* i 
1 


| Fen. 
we got very merry then Fals Clark, : bi 
was the Name I went by 


defired to fing them a Song; I readily come 
plied, and ſung both my Maſter and the Mil- 


jer almoſt bappy. Then the Millor paid my 
Maſter what remained due to himiz which, 


according to my Computation, amounted ta 


about ſeven Popnds; and I was required to 
wineſs the Receipt. By this Time it was al- 
moſt dark; . my Maſter baving a high 


Opinion of my Honeſty, would needs have 
my Company to guard him Home, from 


whence we now were about four Miles. 
Accordingly we took Leave of our friendly' 
Miller, and ſet out together, jogging on very 
- lociabiy for about a Mile and a half; when, 
all vf a ſudden, 1 ſtopt my Maſter, and told: 


him, I muſt have all the Money be had re- 


dae; but he refuſing to give it me quictiy, 
. Eixeok the Line of the Line- pins, and tying 
Leck and Heels, took Half and left Hal 
tien putting him out of the Cart-way, I de- 
cht ok Leave of him for that Scaſon. 


Chifter City; from whenoe I ed to Bir- 
mingham,' where I arrived ate, after a Jour- 
ne of four Days, in which I had 
ffeely of the Bricklayer's three Pounds ten Shil- 
lings on the Rond, that it was pretty near gone 


when I came thither. However, I ſoon got 


into Buſineſs there, at Striking, 1 in the making 
reel and Catches, in which 1 continued 
about 


at that Time, wits 


This ft me up agait 1 and away I went to. 


a 
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3 about three Weeks, till I became tired of the 
' Blackmith's'Trade ; 00 I took an Opportunity 
one Sunday Night to come towards London, 
only mating in my Way a Coat, Waiſtcoat, 
and a Pair of Leather Breeches, The Coat I 
_ Gold for fixtcen Shillings at Coventry, which 
made me again ffrong'in Caſh. Here I 
with the — for eight Shillings to 
Tet me ride to Town with him upon the Box; 
which I did, till we came to St. Alban a where 
1 told the Coichman, that I did 4 care to 
dine, and would therefore walk before; which 
be ſaid 1 might, if I pleaſed, for it would not 
be long before they overtook me. I thought 
to myſelf the eight. Shillings would be 
of Service to me, when the 3 was. 
not in my Company; ſo I retreated to a little 
bye Alehouſe, where I dined, and ſtaid till the. 
Coach was gone far enough before me, when, 
T purſued my Journey on Foot, without mert- 
ing with any Accident till I came to Barnet. 
Here I was taken up, and detained for ſe- 
cretly carrying Fire-Arms ; for I had a large 
Horſe. Piſtol under my Frock; but, buy by giving 
myſelf the Airs of a Man'of Con 
having ſome Knowledge of Fig Landlotd at 
the Ned. Lyon, I was diſmiſſed. From wheneg 
I came Home, where I found my Wife brought 
to- bed of a Daughter, who, — bnde Fs 
was extremely like its Father; but my | 
was more intent 15 the Means of finding 
* to maintain her, than to take much 


[9] 

Notice of the Child. I had ſpent very ded 
upon the Road, ſo that 1 45 but lit 

. left; and, as I was unwilling to make any body 

vainted with my Neceſſities, I uſed to go 

ook f a Night, ad thereby fuppiy. my Poc- 


3% Family were entirely ignorant of my 
Proceedings, till at laſt, out 'one Night 
in the middle Field of Stepney, ſerking my 
Prey, like other unfortunate Men, I happened 
to be ſtopped by two Foot-pads, who demanded 
my Money; but I told them, if they would | 
ö it they muſt fight for it; accordingly 
ſeveral hard Words and Oaths paſſed between 
us, but no Fire; till at laſt I took their Arms 
from them, though without hurting them. 


+ . Theſe. proved to be Thomas Magſbeen and 


eee with whom I agreed to join 
e 1 INE. | 
they lived. "4-2 


he firſt: Exploit we were jointly engaged 
in was the attacking a Poſt-Chaiſe in Deptford 
Road, "when the Gentleman therein having a2 
Blunderbeſe, put it out of the Window. My 
two good Companions, as ſoon as they ſaw 
the Piece; the one of them jumped over the 
Ditch, and the other fell into i it, and left poor 
Pilt-gatlick at the Head of ghe Horſes, in this 
Man's Power; but he ſoon found that he was 
miſtaken; for 1 made him throw his Blun- 
derbuſs out of the Chaiſe, and robbed him of 
—_ nine Pounds; 9 gave * 
is 


j 


"ET" he 4 > 
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_ 
bis Piece again, and wiſhed him a good Night. 
I then went in Purfuit of my Comrades ; and 
when I came near them, I ſwore, and they 
ran, (thinking 1 ſhould: ſhoot them) till I fell 

- down with —— I called to them, but 
they were very loth to come ; but when they 
ſaw the Gold, they were very well pleaſed, 
and would do any Thing I defired. Upon 
which we went Home to our. Rendezvous: n 

Soon after we robbed ſeven People in Com- 
pany, near the New Bridge in Surry, and in 
Lembeth-fireet a Man and a Woman; from 
whence we went 2 ain to the New Road go- 
ing to Deptford, Here we committed the Fact 
for which — and Whiffn afterwards loſt 
their Lives. After this laſt Robbery; one of my 

| Companions went to Sea, and the other ſtaid — 

y—_ me to cruiae the Land., We often went 

t together on Horſeback ; and Mac/heen;- 
| ho ſtaid at Home, thought himſelf as good 

a Man as I. Sometimes we went-out” ſepa- 
rately; but when he was by himſelf I neyer 
could get any Money from him, though I al- 
ways gave him a Share of oy Earnings * 

I came Home. F 

. One Night W Magſbeen and 1 Were. 
in Heington Fields, where we met with. Fen | 

Men; the firſt Man that Magſbeen attacksd; 

7 caught hold of his Piſtol, tript up bis Heels, 
and then called out for Aſſiſtance hen tie poop 

Dom. One of them had a Sword drawn be 

* going to — till 1 ce WF, 


* 
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over their Heads, and cried ont as if I had 
more in Company, Come along Tom, James,” - 
John, damn them, ue will kiil them all: Upon 
which I ran up to the Man that had a Sword 
drawn, took him a Polt over the Head, and 
knocked him down; the others immediately 
took to their Heels, and ran for it. By this 
Means I cleared my Partner, and robbed the 
Man of his Sword, and what Money he had; 
but it being dark we could not find the 
others, - 

Another Night Macſheen and myſelf ſtopt 
about fourteen or fifteen Men in St, G 8 
Fields; but having ſ@ many of them to deal 
with, - we were over- powered, and I was 
knocked down into the Ditch, in which, "there 
being ſome Water, I walked, holding my Piſ 
tol directed towards the People, ſo that none of 
them choſe to venture near me ; N TGA 1 
got out on the other Side of the Ditch..” 

this Time my Companion was made a Pri. 
ſoner, and they were going to carry him off. 
However, I bowled in among them with my 
drawn Cutlaſs in one Hand, and Piſtol in the 
other. I ſoon cleared my Partner from the 
Mob; but not till we had loſt, in the Scuffle, 
both Bur Hats and Wigs; but we made others 
before we went Home. 
As I did not like to be idle, I frequently took 
a Ride out by myſelf. One Day after having: 
met with pretty good Succeſs on the Road, on 
es Return to Town I HK: -with an Officer of 
bo 2 


— 


=p — Alban s, and aſked for ſomething for. 


- 
[ 
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c 12 
nudes, on. Foot, with a Servant follow» 
ing him. Seeing the String of his Watch hang 
don, I. went up to him, and aſked he Way 
to ſome neighbouring Place, when I immedi- 
_ ately clapped a Piſtol to his Head, and ſwore 
I would blow his Brains out, if he did not 
immediately deliver his. Watch and Sword; 
which be very quietly complied with. The 
ame Evening I met a Lady.“ in a Chair, with 
two Footmen. before it, carrying Flambeaux, 
about Seven O'Clock, while Hundreds were 
— g and — in Parhament-fireet. 
wever, as I neither wanted Courage nor 
Conduct, I ſtopt = Chairmen, and made the 
E Sire me her Money, and got ſalo 


Once wpan.a Time, after having robbed 
the Luton, and other Coaches near Barnet, 


early in the Morning, 1 put up at the Bull - 


inner; my Landlady told me, a Leg of Mut- 
tan was going up to two or three Gentlemen; 

upon Which 1 ;defired ſhe would. 
My Re- 


me Admittance. to dias with them: 

ſt. vas granted; ſa we dined: topether, and. 
5 the Diſcourſe. chiefly turned on the Highway». 

men that had..rabbeg: ſo many: Coaches that 
Morning; to which I could not belp | 
attentiveſy; when they all agreed they would 
not be robbed by à fingle Highwayman ; hut, 
ſays I, Tau haue gut m Arms, How caild you, 
Fhis Lady is ſaid to be Miß Cn % 


defend yourſeves? T ſaid they had no ken 
2 which T ef They i he ſafe. I accom- 
panied them a Day and a Night, before I could 
find a convenient Opportunity; but, at laſt, 
1 robbed chem with as much caſe as I ſhould 
_ Children. © 

Hearing that the Nan Ambaſſador was 
to tome over Finchley Common, I dreſt my- 
folf very gay, to make my Appesrince before 
his Excellency ; and wrote a Letter, the Par- - 
port of which * was as follows: - | 


— ence dey yon 
Servants to draw back, or this Inflant your 
Life Joel pe for your Poly for 1. muſt bave - 
-_ ng Jones Watch, und Rings: © Sg 


When 1 came up with his Attendants, F 
addreſſed my ſelf to his Riding Gentiemar, and 
told him I bad got an for the funbutl- 
dor. He directiy rode to the Charidt! Door 
and delivered my e, I held the Paper 
in my Hand all the while, by which I w 
admitted to approach, 
withdrew, and the Servants were ordered to do 
the fame. When be received the Letter there 
were {ix Servants well mounted, wich « Brace 
of! Piſtols ã piece; 22 85 beiter mounted. 
— Booty, iid off towards: 
; und they eie not long before they* 
purſued me, 2nd ſorclok they were to me, that 
— 5 2 | Ius 
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I was oblized to leap Highgate Turnpike, for 
the Man refuſed to open the Gate for me: 
However, I got through the Town; and go- 
ing down the Hill, in order to keep my Hands 
in Action, I robbed the Highgate Stage, and 
eſcaped victorious. | 

It was not long after that Irobbed three of the 
Duke of Cumberland's Tradeſmen upon Ep- 
ping- Foreſt, coming from New-market, in two 
Poſt-Chaiſes, where they had been to pus bis 
Highneſs's Houſe in order. 

WhileI was thus induſtriouſiy getting Money 
Abroad, my two fooliſh Comrades were idly 
ſpending at Home, and babbling among ſome * 
of their old Ship-mates, until their Fame came 
to ſome of the honeft-Traps * Ears, who got 
into Company with them, and ſoon found out 
their Calling, and where they lived; which 

was all they wanted; for on Monday Morn- 
by, the Second of April, 1753, the Traps 
came to my Houſe at Rotherbirks, and enquired: 
for ſuch Gentlemen, naming them. They got 
up to ſee who wanted them; and as ſoon as 
they were at the Door, they gr abbled them : 
Then poor I was put to my Shifts; but I had 
all my Wits about me. I immediately took 
to my Arms, and got out at the Top of the 
Houſe, where they did not know how to come 
at me; nor, in ſhort, could they tell Where to 
find me, till a School maſter in the Neighbour- 
hood, look ng out of mea Garret- ENS 
-* Thief-catchers, 1 
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eſpied me ſtanding behind: a Chimney, ready 
2 Battle, if any-body came to. oppoſe me. 
ys he, there be is. I, hearing the Voice, 
on myſelf about, and preſented my Piſtol 
directly at the School maſter; when the poor 
Man greatly terrified, fel! backwards from 
the Window, inſomuch that thoſe who 
ſaw him lying in that Poſture thought he had 
been killed; nor did he recover himſelf of 
the Fright, for above a Month afterwards. Be- 
ing diſcovered, I thought fit to face, and fight 
them manfully; ſo J told them I bad but one 
Life to looſe, 5 I ſhould have three or four 
of their's for it. They fired ſome Shot at me, 
but to no Purpoſe; for I was refolved not to 
be taken alive; which I let them know; ſo at 
length it was agreed that I ſhould ſurrender, 
upon Condition of having my Life ſaved that 
Time; which I accordingly did to Mr. John 
ſon, the High-Conſtable of that Pariſh, I 
would not give the Traps the Honour of ſtrik- 
ing my Colours to them, whoſe Names were 
Mitchel, Standley, Welch, and Mark Shiels ; 
which laſt, has made his Exit, before me, at the 
old Tree, where the other three will follow in 
their Turns; for when Thief-taking fails them, 
they go upon their old low-life Way of Shop- 
lifting, or upon the Sneak; fo that they all 
find the ſame Way Home at laſt. I have had 
the Pleaſure: of ſeeing one go already, and 1 hope 
my F FROM will ſee others ſoon follow. | | 
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The Ty and one James Jones for Horſe ſtealing. 


Time to 


Jeabby 
| Sheep, ſpoiled the Flock. He diſcoveted our 


at the very 
took all our Inſtruments from us, which were 


Waſp and Whiffin, who were both mee; 


| 0 26 
— at 


; but a Detainer being lodged aga ainſt 
the Debt I was /addled with at Cheimc 


, I was dif- 


Jus I was ſent back to the New Jail, where 


_—_— very contentedly for four Months, 


_ _ " Humphries was committed to 
for | ſtealing Corn, (a low-life 


They coming on the Maſter's Side lay in my 
Room. Humphries had been at me a long 


Jail, before Jauss came in; 


but when they were together, the one being 
afraid be ſhould be 


, and the other that 


he ſhould be tranſported ; I was at laſt prevaiFd 


on, by their joint Perſuaſion, to come into their 
Scheme; we — all three ſworn to be true to 
cach other, by Fobn Humphries: No the 


Time was appointed, and every Thing in rea- 
dinek, when this Hy , being a./ca 


Deſign to the Keeper, to get his Intereſt to ſave 


bim from the L agg 1. which he did thereby, 
and may thank A for his. eſeapi ping the Pu- 


niſhment which be ſo richly deſerved. I 
poor Pil-Garlick ſuffered for it; for they ca | 


Time we were breaking out, Fro 


very” good ones; and the next Morving 1 was 
* admitted de 0 
Neale was itted an-Eyi nice. at roy mu 
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chained 


chained down to the Boards, where I remained 
till the Affizes, which were "ſeven Weeks after 
when , 1 was cleared by a Proclamation of 
| Court. | | 

No ſooner was I at Liberty thaa I applied 
to my old Trade. The very firſt Venture I 
made was worth about 8 or 9 Pounds. This 
ſet me up ſtrong, cloathed me, and bought me 
ſome working Tools fit for Bufinefs, which 1 
purſued with great Induſtry, where-ever any 
Opportunity offered of making any Thing 


Coming from Hampſtead one Evening, 
9 — I bad been merry-making, I faw a 
DiRtiller's Servant, as he appeared to me, on 
Horſe-back, with Caſks on each Side of the 
Horſe. The Horſe feming fit for a Night's 
Bukoek, I made the Mas diſmount, trolled 
the Caſks into theRoad, andborrowed the Horſe, 
fieft engyiring who he belonged to; giving ng the 
Man an Alluradce, that if he told me, it ſhould 
de ſent Home in a Nightor two. Ithen gavehima | 
Shiling | to drink at Mother Red. Caps; but the 
8 looked damned Fodliſh when he loſt bis 

orſe; and I was as awkward for want of a 
Saddle. However, I made athift to fit upoh 
the Pad that held the Caſk, which was none 
of * Na 1 ſoon got 2: Watch, and fore 
Go up from Kenti/ Town to High- 
— out reckt a Poſt-Chaile A in which there was 
only. one Gentleman? from whenee I kept on 
to Finchley Common, cg I met with a 


Ser- 


* W © * 7 8 * 
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Servant 1 Supt 1 changed 
Saddles with him, and borrowed one of his 
Spurs; which ſet me up for a compleat Gen- 
tleman Higbwayman. I alſo gave this Man a 
Shilling, wiſhed him a Good-night, and we 
+ mn very good Friends, I made the beſt 

ſe of my Horſe for that Darkey & and the 
next; when I turned him looſe near Aldgate, 
where 1 hear the Owner got him again, with 
a Saddle into the Bargain, which ſerved to pay 
for his Hire. 

Soon after T hired Horſes at the Angel Inn, 
in Broad Saint Giles's, and bent my Courſe to 
Hounſlow-Heath, where I met with a 
deal of Buſineſs ; but was at laſt ſo cloſely pur- 
ſued by a Nobleman' s Servant and. a Farmer, 
that I was obliged to take to the River Thames, 

and to ſwim my Mare croſs it. My Purſuers 
were afraid to follow ; but went round by 
Kingfton-Bridge, with an Intention to meet, 
or overtake me, on the other Side. I had got 
Jafe over, though, as my Mare began to faulter, 
happening to meet .a Gentleman mounted on 
a very good Gelding, upon Putney- Common, I 
made bold to change Horſes with him; and 
then went on Purpoſe to meet my Purſuers ; 3 
which I did oppoſite to Putney Bowling-green 
Hoe. They aſked me, if I had met tuch a 
Hore and Man, deſcribing myſelf, and the 
Mare I had juſt parted with. I told them, I 
* at V. n Upon which they did 


Night. 
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not think it proper to follow any further. I 
continued travelling, and had a good deal of 
Diſcourſe with them, until they came to where 
the Man hangs in Chains on this Side King- 

Aon; when I ſaid to them, Do you ſee that 
Man there? They replied, Ves. To which 
one of them anſwered, Let us go a little nearer, 
and take a View of him. I agreed to this Pro- 
poſal; and when I bad got them them both 
together, I faid to them, This Man has been 
a Highwayman. Ay, poor Fellow, cried they, 

Why then, faid I again, would you purſue one 
with ſo much Spite? With that I pulled a 
large Piſtol from under my Coat, and com- 
manded them to diſmount; and though they 
had both Arms, the Farmer a long Gun, and 
the Servant Piſtols, I obliged them to comply; 
the former of which I broke againſt the Gal- 
lows ; but the latter I reſerved for a better Pur- 
paws after which I robbed them of all their 

oney, and come Home ſafe. to Londen. 

One Night, coming from Uxbridge, I ipoke 
with ſeveral. Carriages on that Road; among 
which was a Coach, with ſome Ladies i in itz 
who told me they had loſt all their Money at 
Cards. Nevertheleſs, I got about three Pounds, 
a Watch, and ſome: other Things. They of- 
fered me their Capuchins ; which I refuſed ; 
and parted from them good Friends. After 
which I called at an Alehouſe for a Glaſs of 
* Brandy; the Landlord came himſelf to ſerve 
me; when perceiving that he had a Watch, I 

D 2 called 


L 20 1 
1 eatied- hin afide; dd defired he wid bold - 
my Forſe while I made Water; I accordingly 
| diſmounted ; but as ſoon as the Landlord had 
hold. of my Bridle, I clapped 


a Piſtol to his 
Breaſt, and demanded his Watch and Money. 
The Man was very much frightened ; but 1 
eaſed him of both, to the Amount of about 
fix Pounds, beſides his Wateh ; then jumped 
upon my Horſe, 3 withed 
him a good Night. | 
Going to Wey-hill Fair, I: overtock four 
Horſemen, at about 4 Miles Diſtance from 
Bagſbot; and,“ in ue Courſe of Con verſa- 
tion, made a Match with one of them, to run 
to Hag ſbor for a Crown Bowl of Punch; but 
a ſoon -as I found myſelf ont of Danger of be - 
ing interrupted by the others, I ſtopped the 
Man, «nd we from him about ten Pounds, 
then. fl his Bridle, and made off craſa the 
Country. No doubt but the Man gave his 
Companions. a. deplorable Account how focl- 
| rchly he had been taken in to loſe his Mone. 
Returning one Days from an Oxford Ram» 
ble, I put up at an IA on the Road, in order 
ta refreſn myſelf and Horſe. Soon aſter 
| came up a Coach-and-Six, in whioh was a 
Gentleman, bis Lady, and Daughter, With 
| ſeyeral. Attendants. . ordered a Dinner to 
be got ready with all Expedition, for they in- 
tended to SY London that Evening. ' The 
Landlady told them, there was a young Gen- 


6 in who dans an. and 
aſked 


[ 2r] 
aſked their Permiſſion for me to dine with 
them, as it would fave ſome Trouble, and en- 
able her to make the more Haſte with what 
they wanted. The P was immediately 
ed of, and my Company was aſked into 
their Room. The Waiter came to inform me 
of it in the Stable, where I was taking a Vi 
of their Men and Horſes, and ſack; 

ies as might beſt anſwer my Purpoſe. 
I foon found the Servants were all green Coun« 
try Fellows. After having Atisfied myſelf. with 
the Knowledge of thoſe Particulars I deſired, 
I waited: on the Gentry, and din'd with em. 
Dinner being over, the old Gentleman and 1 
crack*d a Bottle; and, among other Things, 
he aſked me how far I had been in that Caun- 
try; to which J replied, that 1 had been far- 
thet into the Weſt, to receive the Rents of a2 
heile Eſtate that belonged to me. Both the 
Gentleman and Ladies ſeemed fo well pleaſed 
with my Converſation, that they would have 
bad my Company in che er- with them; 
but this I thought to rofule; tell 
ing them, it might beine Hindience to me; 
befides which, in caſe of an Attack, I was bet - 
ter prepared: to defend myſelf, and aſſiſt them, 
while on Horſe-back. The Horfes were or- 
deted to be put to, and out we ſet: ' 1 werem- 
panied them about three Miles, and chen * 
loped from them till IJ was out of 2 I 
contiuued Keeping on before them, to fixrapoi | 
2 convenient Flace, as it begun to grow 'darkifh, © 
I maſked 


= 
= 
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I maſked myſelf, returned, and met them about 


fifteen' Miles from Town, where I fired a Piſtol 
over the Coach, and demanded. their Money 
m a-very rough Manner. The Servants / were 
frightened out of their Wits, ſo that I very eaſily 
took their Arms from them, and flipt their 
Bridles. The old Gentleman was very loth to 
part with his Caſh. However, I got two 
Purſes from: him and his Lady, which paid 
me-very well for that Day's Chat. 1 gave the 
Coachman Half a Guinea, and returned them 
their Silver, to pay their Expences to London; 
and ſo parted with them. But though they 
had given me a very genteel Invitation to come 
and ſee them, I never was complaiſant enough 
to comply. with it. | 

Aſter robbing ſeveral Coaches and Chaiſes, I 
was one Night cloſely purſued from Maiden- 
bead-Thicket, when perceiving they came up 
with me, I ſtruck out of the Road, and found 
myſelf under ſome Men hanging in Chains. I 
eonfeſs it put me in Mind of my latter End. 
Nevertheleſs, I liked their Company better than 
that of my Purſuers; ſo I alighted from my 
Horſe, made him faſt to the Gibbet, and very 


contentedly laid myſelf down, and took a com- 
fortable Nap of about four Hours, till the Noiſe 


of ſome Coaches awakened me. I preſently 
ſtarted up, got on Horſeback, and robbed the 
Coaches, from whom I took a pretty good 
Booty; after which I rid quietly Home, eget 


an . Man from his Labour. 


7 2 Coining 
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Coming one Day from Epping Town, well 


- 
. 


mounted, I overtook ſeven young Londoners, 
who ſeemed to me to have liquored, their In- 
fides pretty well; ſo I bade them the Time of 
the Day, and ſlackening my Pace, we fell into 
Converſation; they wanted more Drink, which 


accordingly we had at the next Publick-houſe | 


we came to. As they grew Pot-valiant, they be- 
gan to wiſh they could meet with a High- 
wayman, inſiſting upon it. that they would 
take him. I obſerved to them, that they had 
good Horſes; but, what would they do for 
Arms? O, ſays one, I have got a good Hanger; 
ſo ſaid two or three more. The Diſcourſe paſt 
on, and they perſiſted in it, that they would take 
that unfortunate Man, a Highwayman. After 
ve had finiſhed our Liquor, we ſet out again, 
ſome on a. Trot, and ſome on a Gallop, tho? 
I always took Care to lead the Way. When 
we. came to a Place; upon the Foreſt, called 
Turpin's Cover, I halted, and faid to them, 


This is the Place where the noted Ts uſed 
ied 


chiefly to rob. Damn him, they replied, _ we 


wiſh we had him bere now. Why, fays 1 


again, thoygh you have not him, you have a 


| Fecond Turpin. And upon that I pulled out a 


large Piſtol, and preſenting it to one of them; 

commanded them all to ſtop, robbed them of 

every Farthing they had, without leaving them 

as much as would pay the Turnpikes ; took 

their Hangers from them ; laughed at them | 
| | an 


q 


times ha 


41 


end returned back bin without their anne 
ing to follow me. 
"When'it was ſo i with me, which ſors- 


ppened, that I could not afford a 
a Horſe, T uſed to go out on Foot by myſelf, 
and in Stepney Fields I committed ſeveral Rob- 
beries; particularly, it was I that robbed the 
1 there, 1 borrowed his Coat, laſt 
ebruary ; and he put it in the Pax 
that there were Four, pred un no-body Yor 


myſelf, After taking his Money and Coat, but 


no Letters, I pulled out my Hanger, and mak- 
ing him turn about, I put it down the back 
Part of his Breeches to ths Waiſtband, but 


the poor Man was frighted, and thought I was 


to cut his Buttocks. It would have made 
any one laugh to ſee the Poſtman run with his 
Breeches about his Heels ; and glad he was to 


off ſo. 
I alfo robbed a Vappi Laodlady, and her 
Maid ; Madam, of her Tapochin and the 


Maid, of her fine Scaflet (ak; 2 took all 
the Miſtreſs Py, but none from the 
Maid. 55 
"Another Ni be. coming from Hi, ighgoe © 
57 ron, on Foot, I favs « Lady th e. 
os own Door; I ſtept up to her, and, 


 entiog a Piſtol, demanded her Money ; ; Fa, 
racking her Capuchin and Pocket, made * 
beſt of my Way back again to Highgate. 

my Return -Tovertook a Man, whom 1 ol, 
8 at 


A TIS” 
that I had been ſtopped by two Fellows, which 
made me run ſo. Wherefore I adviied him 
to make what Haſte he could, or he weuld 
be robbed. He thanked me, and faid he had 
juſt received ſome Money; fo we ſet off, aud 
ran about three hundred Yards, ti:l I found L 
was out of Danger for the other Robbery. Juſt 
as we came upon a Wooden Bridge, I, being 
foremoſt, turned about ſhort, clapped a Piſtol 
to my Companion's Head, and told him, I 
muſt have that Money he had received. 
The Man was very much ſurprized, and ſaid, 
Sir, Sure you are not in Earueſt; but I ſoon 
convinced him that I was, by telling him, that 
unleſs he delivered that Inſtant, I would cer- 
tainly , ſhoot him. So I got all the Farmer's 
Money, and made off over the Fiel s. 
One Day, as I was coming from Lambeth, 
I met with a Surgeon. near the Dog. and Duck,: 
whom I attacked with the uſual Demand. He 
made a great many Proteſtations that he had 
none, and ſeemed very unwilling to deliver; 
and told me, I might have Occaſion for a Do- 
tor ſome Time or other, and that he would do 
me any Service. in his ay. But I iniiſted 
upon ſearching him; when, notwithſtanding, 
his fine Cloaths, and large Wig, he had but 
ane poor Six- pence in his Pocket; which; 
vexed me damnably; inſomuch that I ſhould 
have ſtript him, if I had not perceived ſame. 
Company coming up. Upon which, I only 
my * 5 E gave 


* 


= Waiter brought, © 
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gave him a Kick on the A—e, and Wd Ki 
go about his Buſineſs. | 
Being out upon the Sneak, I went into A | 
Shop in Monmouth-/treet, and aſked for a 
handſome Waiſtcoat : Fhe Shop-man, as i 
cuſtomary, took me up Stairs; after having 
| ſhewn me one, and fitted it on, I aſked the 
Price ;. which, he faid, was three Pounds ten 
Shillings. I thereupon put my Hand into my 
Side-Pocket, and, pulling. out a Piſtol, told 
'him, if he made any. Noiſe, before I got out, 
I would blow his Brains out. Pthen took the 
Key, and locking him in, walked down Stairs, 
and through the Shop; where I was ſaluted 
with, Leu are kindly. welcome, Sir. 80 out I 
ſtrutted i in. my laced Waiſtcaat, turnedla Cor- 
ner, and got. ye; off, | 

J once-met a Jeu in fington Fields, and 
aſked him if he would buy: a Watch; which 
he 222 to, we came back to. an Althouſe, 
nd goiog g into an Arbour, at the Bottom of 

den, called for a Pint of Wine; which. 
1 paid for it, and told: 
him, when we wanted him we. would call 


| him. I then pulled out my. Watch for the Few: 


to look on; who told me, it Was advertiſed; 
and began to aſł me ſome. impertinent Queſ-. 
tions, that made me think it proper to lights 
his Load for him. - Accordingly caught faſt / 
hold of him, ang, holding a Piſtoh to his Head, 
ore a would do for him, . 


* 
a , 


I took Com 
liſted him, thbugh he knew as inuch of a Piſ- 
tol as a Cow goes 


H 


IL 271 
the leaſt Noife whatever, I then bound and 
gagged him, and robbed him of all his Mo- 
-ney, and the beſt Part of hi Goods, living 
him tied faſt to the Bench in the Arbour: I 
then walked yiode/Hy through the Houſe, called 


for a Glaſs of Brandy, and bruſhed into Town, 


where I gave a Porter a Snilling, and a Note 
to * Waiter, directing him to unty tlie 
: gs, in. all gn will now 'be 


x Watches. 


During my Confnement ! in the New _ 


[1 got iquaimed with Fob I- bi b, ad iat 


- Fatk-Keteh-looking Felloty Foſeph Randolph, 


otherwiſe called Baabe Joe. The Rogue 
went upòn his Knees, and begged to be ier in 


to our Company; Fob ſaying he was faunch. 
—2 of the ragged Dog, and en- 


of # new Shilling; and ne 

proved ſuch another faunch Heart as 'Fohn | 
ies ; for he has dbne for poor Horni- 7 

Slow and I ; turned us quite ont of the Meſi, and 


ſent us à cruizing into the other World; tho”, 


-when we ſtopt a Man, he was always ready to 
turn our Stomachs againſt our Prize by his 
Comwardice 

This Fellow and 1 went but one Day upon | 
my old Haunt Epping Forreft ; and in the 
Evening we robbed feveral;; but I had the tak- 
ing of all the Fundi ®, for be durſt e 


* en De. 
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4 damned as come near enough to any Man to 


* him: 
- "The fame Night, after having robbed ——— 
Bateman, Eſq; by Woodford Bridge, he ſent 
his Servants to way-lay us at Stratford Turn- 
pike. When we came there, I ſeeing an extra- 
ordinary Crowd about the Gate, could not help 
being a little ſuſpicious ; nor was I miſtaken 
in my Thoughts ; for when I was endeavour- 
ing to go through the Gate, a Man made a 
Catch at my Bridle; but I turned my Mare's 
Head about very quick, whereby he miſſed. his 
Hold; and I immediately clapped Spurs to 
ber, and rid of, Nevertheleſs, they fired de- 
viliſh hot upon me, that my Mare fell under 
me; and, indeed, 1 thought we had been ſhot. 
J tumibled over her Head ; ; and before I could 
tecover myſelf, had a Crowd of People about 
me, ſome ſtriving to catch the Mare, and ſome 
to knock me down. However, I made aſhift 
to clear myſelf from them all, though, by Rea- 
fon: of thi Hue-and-Cry of Highwayman, all 
Stratford was in an Uproar. I ran, and they 
purſued me. _ Goityg- detween the Rails, an 
Officer met me, and he, a Pox take bim for 
it, muſt needs try to ſtop me; but my Fiſt 
was as nimble as his Eyes; and I ud him 
ver the Rails. He being booted. and 
- ſpomed; the: Mob took him for the Highway · 
man. In the mean Time I got out of the Way, 
and jumped into a Gentleman's Garden, n - 
P Rob. F 
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J remained till about One o'Clock in the 
Morning ; then I thought the Coaſt would be 
clear. However, for Fear of being known, 
I pulled off my great Coat, Boots and Spurs, 
which, with my Whip, I left in the Garden, 
and padded it barefoot. When I came to the 
Turnpike, there were People ſtill upon the 
Watch; to whom I walked as bold as if I 
knew nothing of what they waited for. I 
told them a deplorable Tale of my having been 
ſtopped by ſuch a Man, booted and ſpurred, 
who capped a Piſtol to my Breaſt, and made 
me give him my Shoes, and Silver Buckles; 
which laſt grieved me the more, becauſe they 
had been my old Father's, and it was all he 
left me to remember him. They aſked me, 
whither I was going; to which I replied, to 
Leadenball Market, and that I came from 
Rumford; alſo, that I thought the Fellow that 
robbed me was gone that Way. By this Means 
J got clear of them, though I was forced to 
walk quite from Stratford Home to my 
Lodgings in Weſtminſter bareſnoted; but I Junk 
all the Funds upon my Stag for that Day. 
The next Morning I went to the Place of 
Rendevouz, where I met with Fob Horni- 
blau, with whom I ſhifted Cloaths, and we 
agreed to take a Ramble to Guildford on Foot, 
to ſee an honeſt Butcher, by whoſe Recom- 
mendation we were in Hopes of being able to 
procure Horſes; for we were both too well 


known 


. 
aon to venture to any of the Livery- 
Aables in Town. e we ſet out, and 
were very well received by our Friends: 

his Intereſt we likewiſe ſucceeded in our De- 
fign of - hiring Horſes ; but, after we had been 
gone a Day, 15 was buzzed about the Town, 
that they bad let their Horſes to Neale the 


Highwaytmaa ; and two being taken in Surry, 


| it was concluded to be us two. 


4 Juſt as we entered the Yard with the Horſes, 
© the Owners were ſetting out to look after them; 
they were all amazed, and it being Market- 
Day, there was ſtaring enough at us; ſo we 
ordered a Dinner to E dreſſed, and in the 
Mean Time I bid Fob Hor niblow go and get 
a Poſt-Chaiſe, for my Heart went #tter-tat- 
ter; for I had Room to believe I was known, 
and I accordingly found it to be ſo; for we 
had ſcarce been a Minute in the Chaiſe, when 
they came to grabble us: But being in the 
Chaiſe, where I had all my Arms ready, I 
bid them Defiance in the Middle of the 
Town, and ſwore at the Poſt-Boy, that if lie 
did not drive on us hard as he could, we would 
ſhoot him; which he did through Guildford. 
The People there had heard of my Fame be- 
fare, and were therefore afraid of us; by 
which Means we got ſafe to King fon. 
But this Eſcape, happy as we then thoughtit, 
proved to be little better than jumping out of 
the Frying pan into the Fire ; for we were in 
ſtill —_ Danger of e at 3 
1 5 They 
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They had diſpatched/ a Meflenger on Horſes 
back, from Guz/dford, to give Notice of: our 
Arrival ; who was got thete before us. I ſoon 
perceived we were diſcovered, but I was got 
out of the Chaiſe, and called for Plenty of 
Liquor; I alſo barga ined for three Poſt-Horſes, 
one for the Boy to ride to bring the others 
Home, for which I paid eleven Shillings: 
This; was my Stratagem to get off; I ordered 
the Landlord to make another Bow! which 
while he was doing, I. heard pid hie 
Friend go and fetch a Conſtable; which F'made 


Hormblow underſtand, = 5 only 


the Word Flaſh; fo, t any — 
we. took French Leave,, and came ſaſely to 


Richmond, where we took a Pair of Oars, to 


carry us to the Naked: Boy, at Mull. unt, on 
Sunday Morning; in this Manner we got 
clear of our Kingſton Landlord, and left him 
to look for ſillier ON that did not underſtand: 
Tra 

je Morning my Companion and 1 n 
been out till about Four o Clock, without any 


Succeſs, dropt into Mile-end Road where we 


happened to meet with a Bacon Cart; ; ys L 
to my Partner, . ow! as woll take Home 
ſomething for Dinner z ſo we ſtopt the Man, 
and took the prime Part of one Flitch of 


— 


Bacon along with us; it ſaved Money, and 5 


we were unwilling to be idle. After that, in 
our Way Home, e all the Vink. Felks 
in r Fields, as they were going te milk - 

ing, 


* 9 Y 1 * 1 * 
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r gh Money the Night be. 
fore ; hereby we provided ourſelves with Mo- 
ney to buy Bread a and Beer to accompany- our 
Bacon. 

Another Night ben we were out together 
in Stepney Fields, I ſaw a Man, well dreſſed, 
with a Paper Lantern; we made after him, 
when I coming up to him, with my Cutlaſs in 


had, a damn'd - large Stick, with which he 


Woe be to me; for by only receiving it upon 


him well, without doing him any other erf, 
than breaking his Lantern. 


"IF fore took an Airing with him, and ih the bye 


eſpied a Gentleman well mounted, bat I ſoon 
got up to him, and demanded his Money; 


ſome Time, at laſt I obliged him to comply, 
and made him deliver his Money and Watch; 

which Watch was found upon the Stag who! 
was Evidence againſt me at the Old-Beiley, 


was caſt for my Life, 


one Hand, and a Piſtol in the other; he 
made a Blow at me, and W's it had hit me, 
my Cutlaſs, the Stick was almoſt cut in two; 
but he ſeeing that I could uſe my Weapon as 


well as he could his, he cried Peccavi; ſo 
we only took all he had from him, and wiſhed. 


One Friday, having bought a Horſe in- 
Smithfield, I thought it was proper to try him, 
to ſee whether he was fit for Buſineſs; there- 


Lane, that goes to Pancras or H lighgate, I 


tho? he was very loth to part with it, for 


where he was „ e and 6 m 1 
So ; 8 


5 
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I have committed many more Robberies, 
both by myſelf and in Company, than my 
preſent melancholy Circumſtance will permit 
to recollect; till having made London too hot 
for me, I thought it neceſſary to retire into 
the Country: I was taken up at Vincbeſter, 
on Suſpicion of having committed a Robbery 
in that County; and remained in Cuſtody 
there, till I was removed by Habeas 
to Newgate, and in Fanuary was tried at the 
Old-Bailey, for robbing Mr Rixton near the 
Foundling Hoſpital, whereof I was juſtly found 
Bach and deſervedly received Sentence of 

th. N 10 


From my Cell in Newgate, 3 * 
Feb. 2, 1754. Dennis O'Neal. 
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